
Galleria Fumagalli and Spazioborgogno are pleased to present the exhibition La simplicité évidente 
by Claude Viallat, in collaboration with Museo Pecci at the premises of Ripa di Porta Ticinese 113 in Milan.

In the vivid and stimulating cultural climate in France at the  beginning  of  the  70’s, Claude Viallat moved from  the 
necessity to revisit the genealogy of the  abstract  painting  and  the  seduction of  the  informal,  without  forgetting 
Cézanne and Matisse, formulating in a primitive form his distinctive and incomparable style. During the years at the 
Fine Art Academy in Paris, where he knows among others Robert Rauschenberg, Jackson Pollock, Morris Louis, he 
definitively abandoned the easel to paint directly on the floor on rough and found materials, like used camping tents 
and truck tarpaulins. From 1966 to 1969 Viallat exhibited with artists from the New Realism and Fluxus movements 
and with the other members of  the Supports/Surfaces group, setting the exhibitions in unusual places for art such 
as beaches, village streets, natural sites,  giving to the province an important cultural role despite of  the supremacy 
of Paris.

Claude Viallat was born  on 18 May 1936 in Nimes (France), where he live and works. Next to several national and international 
participations and exhibitions as member of the Supports/Surfaces group,  some of his most important exhibitions was the 
anthological exhibition in 1982 at Centre Georges Pompidou in Paris and he represented France at the Venice Biennale in 1988. 
In 1997  the Centre Georges Pompidou collection was exhibited at the Contemporary Art Museum in Tokyo, with a selection 
of work by Viallat. In 1998 the exhibition Claude Viallat Rèpètition was hosted by the Sanghe Museum Chengdu in China, the 
Kumning Museum in Kumning and Donguy Museum of Heping. In the same year the Centre d’Art Contemporain à Le Cailer 
hosted an huge solo show, in 1999 Viallat exhibited at the French Institute in Rabat, Morocco. In 2000 he exhibited   at the Musèe 
d’Art Moderne in Saint Etienne , in 2001 at the Mube Museum in Sao Paulo, Brazil and in 2003 at the Musèe Auguste Chabaud at 
Graveson Provence. In 2005 he was presented twice in Seoul (Korea), first in the Philippe Kang gallery and later in 2006 at the 
Park Ryu Sook gallery. At the Butzweilerhof airport, Cologne (Germany), May 2007, at the Salomon Annecy Foundation (France), 
March 2008, at the Centre Français de Damas, Siria, February 2010, and recently,  a show was produced  by the Kunst Founda-
tion, Bochum Germania, last September 2013. The Claude Viallat current exhibition at Ludwig Museum in Koblenz, opened last 
26th of January, will run until  16th of march and a new solo show will open at the Gallery Templon in Paris next  1st of march 2014.

In  this  exhibition  Claude  Viallat  shows  works  from 1974  to  2014, with an important selection of  recent  works 
on  large-scale  format, painted on materials  such  as  sheets,  tents,  truck  tarpaulins,  fabrics,  back  and   front  
canvas, cords, webs and sculptures.  The exhibition  describes  almost  forty  years  of his work, moving in various 
colours and materials his distinctive pattern: a simple and  primal  bean  shape  used  since  1966  to  build  up  his 
paintings.        
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