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Spazioborgogno is proud to announce the second solo show by Andrea Aquilanti entitled Quelli che vengono, 
quelli che vanno (Those Who Come, Those Who Go), after his participation last year in the Italian Pavilion of the 
56th Venice Biennale, curated by Vincenzo Trione. 
The exhibition is a true tribute to the city of Milan. Starting with the title, it makes clear reference to the work of 
Umberto Boccioni, one century after his death, who through urban experience defined the concept of 
environmental “simultaneity” as the basis of the Futurist aesthetic.
The protagonists are the gates of the city - Porta Ticinese, Marengo, Venezia, Romana, Nuova and 
Garibaldi –  emblematic places of passage for those in transit, who “come and go,” paradigms of reflection on the 
relationship between the suburbs and center. 
In his works, Aquilanti has repeatedly approached the questions of the urban and architectural landscape with 
great originality, focusing on its history and timely pertinence, its burden of memory and urban and civil growth.
For this exhibition in Milan he concentrates on the fluid life of a European metropolis in a moment of sweeping 
transformation in terms of urban, social and economic developments. 
The relationship between reality and representation has always been one of the main issues in Aquilanti’s art. 
A relationship he has developed, since the 2000s, through the layering of images projected on the wall over their 
corresponding paintings. A dialectic of different planes in which the space of life is doubled in a space of art. 
Aquilanti manages to combine different media to renew painting in spellbinding installations, where the 
participation of the viewer reveals the key to the mystery only when he or she stands between the video 
projection and the depiction on the wall. 
In the main room of Spazioborgogno, from the twilight the delayed images of the gates of Milan emerge, painted 
and projected, in which passers-by on the street mingle with the visitors to the show through an internal circuit 
of video cameras. The large work in the adjacent space opens a “live” window to observe what is happening 
around Porta Garibaldi.
Aquilanti plays with the times of crossing between different spaces, making everyone become an indispensable 
protagonist of the definitive completion of the work, in a collective experience similar to that of being in the city. 
Marco Bazzini

Andrea Aquilanti (1960) lives and works in Rome. He took part in the 56th Venice Art Biennale (2015), the 15th Rome Art 
Quadriennale (2008), the 5th Beijing International Art Biennale of Beijing (2012), and was assigned second prize for the 
video installation Acqua at Premio Terna in 2009. Recent exhibitions include solo shows in the former hospital of San Gia-
como in Carrara (Doppio movimento, 2016), Villa Zito in Palermo (Veduta di Palermo, 2015), the Basilica of Santa Maria in 
Montesanto in Rome (Versus, 2012), and Spazioborgogno (Quattro passi, 2012), as well as the group shows Dipingere il presente, 
organized by IGAV (2015), L’arte contemporanea for Dynamo Camp at MACRO Testaccio La Pelanda (2014), and Post-classici 
at the Foro Romano and the Palatino in Rome (2013).


